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All rights for “Malina”, originally published in 1971, and its title, plot and 
characters belong to Ingeborg 
Bachmann. 


The following material is reproducing a collection of handwritten pen and 

pencil annotations belonging to an anonymous reader, found in a printed 

copy of “Malina: a novel” by Ingeborg Bachmann, translated in English by 

Paul Boehm, published in 1999 by Holmes & Meier Publishers, Inc., New 
York, NY, USA. 


| reached that specific copy because it was uploaded on Internet Archive 
by archivist station19.cebu on October 16, 2022, so | urge you to search 
it up to confront it with this material. 


This book brings me no monetary gain and is being used as a project during 
my first year studies at Gerrit Rietveld Academie, School of Fine Arts and 
Design, Amsterdam, Netherlands, 2023. 
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Dedicated to a few strangers that made this possible: 


1. an anonymous reader turned writer, about whom | dare make 
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your insights, they make for a weirdly beautiful poem when they’re all 
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2. Ingeborg Bachmann, who laid out the context for this reader’s 
notes and scribbles 


3. user station] 9.cebu, my lead into finding the specific copy that 
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4. all the people behind the non-profit Internet Archive initiative, 
their contributors and archivists, who believe in democratized access 
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An anonymous reader/writer provided the material in this book, 
hence can be considered the official author. The final design is my 
contribution to this remote, invisible collaboration. Gathering clues 

in my encounter with them, I’ve come to develop a certain image of 
who this person could’ve been: 


In their young adulthood back in 1990, when that copy of “Malina” 

was published (so very likely to still be alive), and very likely to be 

female, considering the themes Ingeborg Bachmann explores in her 
book. 


Very likely to be a native English speaker, perhaps from The United 
States. 


Very likely to have been enrolled in superior education, studying Uni- 
versal Literature, Modern History and/or Psychology, with a specific 
interest in psychoanalysis. 


Very likely to be passionate about reading as a leisure activity, par- 
ticulary active reading and annotating. 


A little less likely is that the markmakings and notes in that copy of 

“Malina” were being used to prepare an academic paper or a material 

used in teaching. The language is at times informal and very expres- 

sive: “SICK”, “ODD”, “WHOA”, but who knows, observations of this 
kind are always good starting points. 


Very likely to be able to recommend me books |’d love. | stumbled 
upon this gem of a book, abundant in pencil scribbles because it has 
been on my to-be-read list for a while and this was the only English 
translation | found on Internet Archive. 


